THE INTERMEDIATE  YEARS

ing a chord which never failed to find a response in the
mind of the Regent. He described the anxieties and dan-
gers which threatened us from the West, from Paris, and at
home, if our relations with Austria, in spite of all justifia-
ble grounds for sensitiveness, failed to be maintained. The
dangers of a combination between Russia and France, which
even at that time was openly discussed, were set forth,
and the possibility of an alliance between Prussia and
Russia was said to be condemned by public opinion. It
was characteristic of the Regent that, as soon as Schleinitz
had spoken the last word of a fluent and evidently care-
fully-prepared speech, he at once declared in a lucid state-
ment that in accordance with the traditions of his ances-
tors he decided in favour of the minister von Schleinitz.
This brought the discussion to a speedy conclusion.

The rapidity with which he had made his decision as
soon as the minister had uttered his last word led me to
suppose that the whole mise en seine had been arranged
beforehand, and had been carried out according to the
wish of the Princess, so as to preserve some appearance of
regard to the opinions of Prince Hohenzollern and Auers-
wald, although even at that time she was not in agreement
with them or with their inclination to strengthen the cabi-
net by adding me to it.

The policy of the Princess, which had considerable
weight with her husband and the minister, was deter-
mined, as it seemed to me, rather by special dislikes than
by any positive aims. Her objects of dislike were Rus-
sia, Louis Napoleon, with whom I was suspected of keep-
ing up relations, and myself, on account of my inclina-
tion to an independent opinion and my refusal to present
the illustrious lady's opinions to her husband as my own.
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